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ICEGELLE

| Louise O. Fresco | Ronald Plasterk | Michaél Zeeman |
BETWEEN FEAR AND HOPE. PART 1: SCIENCE

A test tube? A revealing line of poetry? Moving music? In a
programme lasting all evening in the main hall of the theatre,
prominent figures from the world of art, culture and science talk to
Michaél Zeeman about the question: what do they see as the
imagination of hope? The guests each bring an image they derive
hope from and illustrate their choice. A tryptich with six modern
words, images and sounds of hope — which one will convince
you?

Part 1 science: for a long time science was at the centre of of the
faith in progress. But can it still fulfil its glorious role? Louise O.
Fresco, writer (of among other books The Utopists) and brightest
person in in ther Netherlands, opens the programme with a
column. Together with Ronald Plasterk, natural scientist and
Dutch Minister of Education, she will try to answer the question as
to what extent science can still be a source of optimism. In Dutch.
Grote zaal theater, 20.00 to 21.00 hrs.

| Lieve Joris | Khaled Khalifa | Geert Linnebank |

FORBIDDEN WORDS

This summer the Syrian writer and film maker Khaled Khalifa
again got to know the limits of the freedom of expression in his
country. In praise of Hatred, his novel about the Syrian agression
against the muslim brothers (25 years ago), was banned in Syria.
In 2000 his novel The Gypsy Notebooks suffered the same fate.
In this programme he talks to Lieve Joris, author of among other
books The Gates of Damascus, about being a writer, censorship
and freedom of expression and religion godsdienst in secular
Syria and the Arab world. Interview by the London Reuters editor
Geert Linnebank. In English.

Kleine zaal theater, 20.00 to 21.00 hrs.

FOYER PROGRAMME

DJ eXeS is one of the few women who succeed in maintaining
themselves within the men's guild of DJs. Brazilian music is her
speciality. With this music in your ears you play the Syrian com-
puter game Quraish, in which you can pretend to be either a
mujahedeen or a crusader. Furthermore: books and writers
autographing their books at book store Van Stockum, drinks and
snacks from all four corners of the globe.

Foyer theater, 20.00 to 23.55 hrs.

| Sonia Garmers | Sidney Kock | Quito Nicolaas | lgma van Putte |

Ruben Severina | Ronald Severing |

GREAT DICATATION IN PAPIAMENTO/U OF THE KINGDOM

OF THE NETHERLANDS

Prolongated because of its success in 2006: the public dictation
Papiamento/u. Since March 2007 it is the official language on the
Dutch Antilles - so high time to test your knowledge. Participants
may choose from Papiamentu, spoken on Curagao and Bonaire,
and Papiamento (Aruba). The FPI (Foundation for Language
Planning) from Curagao will provide the text, together with the
writer Sonia Garmers, who will dictate it herself. The Papiamento
will be dictated by Sidney Kock, press officer of the Aruba House
in The Hague. It is just and fair that old-member of the Council of
State Gilbert Wawoe and writer Olga Orman, who did the dictation
in 2006, will be subjected to this spelling test. Winternachten
provides pen and pencil. A professional jury with Quito Nicolaas
and Igma van Putte, led by Ronald Severing of the FPI, will judge
the dictations and award the winners with a suitable prize. The
dicatation is programmed at the start of the evening. Be on time,
full is full.

Filmhuis 6, 20.00 to 21.20 hrs.

| Asis Aynan | Ayada Ghamhi | Mohamed el Hadaoui | Ahmed
Ziani |

BERBER POETRY AND PROSE: IN STONE I'LL WRITE

Why a Berber is not an Arab. And why not all Berbers speak
Tamazight. On Berbers and Berber culture there is the necessary
misunderstanding and ignorance in the Netherlands. At the same
time Berbers here are increasingly aware of their own background
and culture - see the fast growing number of Berber sites. At
Winternachten three writers discuss Berber culture and their place
in it. Ahmed Ziani (1954) is a pioneer in the struggle for recogni-
tion of the Berber language and culture. He lives in Morocco, after
having lived in the Netherlands for many years and one of the first
to write his poems in Tamazight. In stone I'll write and Song of Joy
for the Bridegroom are two of his titles, both published in
Tamazight and Dutch. Mohamed EI Hadaoui (1973) writes in
Tamazight, Arabic and Darija (Moroccan-Arabic). A quote by him:
‘He deposits a secret on his shoulders, keeps silent, remembers
the pain of the streamn and melts.” The prose writer Ayada
Ghamhi (1980), who speaks Tamazight and Arabic, opens her
story without further ado with: 'Aaaahhh... What the fuck’. Inter-
viewer is writer and columnist Asis Aynan. In Dutch

Filmhuis 7, 20.00 to 21.00 hrs.

MUSIC: HAYTHAM SAFIA QUARTET

Last year ud-player Haytham Safia could be admired solo on
Winternachten, now he can be heard in a quartet. In addition to
Haytham (Jerusalem) the group consists of Afra Mussawisade
(Iran), percussion, Hanneke Ramselaar, oboe and Eva van de
Poll, cello. In 2007 the CD Promises was released. And Qudrtet
surely is a promise. Listen to the title number: inventive, virtuoso
and full of musical zest. Each number is a gem. Influences from
classical western, Arab and Persian music and jazz, blues and
medieval music are welded together effortlessly.

Grote zaal theater, 21.10 to 21.30 hrs, 22.35 to 23 .00 hrs.

| Saskia de Jong | Alfred Schaffer |

WHO'’S AFRAID OF YOUTH? PUPILS HAVE THE FLOOR

Don't miss it: pupils of Scholengroep Johan de Witt and the Atlas
Onderwijs Groep, The Hague. They read their own work express-
ing their greatest fear. They are inspired by poet Saskia de Jong,
who Vvisited their schools, and by closereading a great many
poems. Alfred Schaffer presents the new poets. They then reveal
themselves as interviewers, asking De Jong questions on stage
about the secrets of her trade.

In Dutch. More pupil poetry: see Winternachten Friday night.
Filmhuis 7, 21.10 to 22.25 hrs.

| A.F.Th. van der Heijden | Sjoerd Soeters | Michaél Zeeman |
BETWEEN FEAR AND HOPE PART 2: LITERATURE & AR-
CHITECTURE

Part 2 of the programme lasting a whole evening in the main hall
of the theatre, on the imagination of hope. After science literature
& architecture are next: does art offer hope? From their own
disciplines writer A.F.Th. van der Heijden and architect Sjoerd
Soeters will react on this question. Van der Heijden turns our
times into a myth, he allows the present to evolve into a universe
in which the world of the gods plays a role as well. Soeters gained
renown in recent years because of the Haverleij, near Den Bosch,
a complex of castles that links up with a new need for safe
surroundings. Which expectation for the future emanates from his
work? Interview by Michaél Zeeman. In Dutch.

Grote zaal theater, 21.40 to 22.25 hrs.

| Ahmed Alaidy | Hassan Bahara | Paul van der Gaag | Jonas
Hassen Khemiri |

YOUNG + URBAN + WRITER

Is this a coincidence? Three debuts from countries far apart,
showing striking resemblances. The novels of Jonas Hassen
Khemiri (Sweden), Hassan Bahara (Netherlands) and Ahmad al-
Aidi (Egypt) are set in the big city, in multi-ethnic surroundings,
and the main characters share the same radical anti-attitude: they
rebel against the dominant culture or against their own insensitive
milieu. How to rebel? By manipulating, bastardising, by silencing
language, by, as is the case with Al-Aidi, mixing street language
with classical Arabic. These young urban writers give us their
image of contemporary, chaotic city life and although this is not
particularly cheerful, at least their free use of language makes for
an agreeable vitality. New literature of the 21st century. Intervie-
wer: Paul van der Gaag. In English.

Kleine zaal theater, 21.40 to 22.25 hrs.

MUSIC: SALIMATA DIABATE

Full, hot and powerful, that's the description of Salimata Diabaté's
voice. Her music takes the listener to the days of the once power-
ful Mandinka empire, covering a large part of West Africa in the
14th century. Its history is still sung by griots, a kind of praise
poets. Salimata too hails from a line of griots. In addition to
traditional repertoire she brings her own compositions. Her voice
seems to float above the bluesy sound of the ngoni, the repeti-
tively rippling balaphone, the sparkling kora and the tense yet
dosed percussion sounds. Resulting in a subtle, lazily swinging
yet irresistible groove.

Kleine zaal theater, 21.10 to 21.30 hrs, 22.35t0 2 3.00 hrs.

FILM: TREFOSSA. WORLD PREMIERE

‘With his poems he knows how to play all the keys, from the
simplest emotions to modern mystical experiences, from a danc-
ing song inspired by the rhythm of the drum to sonnets.” Dutch
critic and poet Paul Rodenko wrote this in 1957 in NRC very
enthusiastically about the poetry of the Surinamese poet Trefossa
(1916-1975). But who (still) knows who Trefossa is, or rather,
was. Paul van den Bos, maker of ‘Nynke’ and other films, and Ida
Does have made a documentary about this forgotten testator of
Surinamese culture. A gripping document about his life and work,
with excerpts from his diaries, interviews with relatives and people
of his generation and library pictures of Surinam. Winternachten
brings the world premiere of the film, fifty years after Trefossa’s
collection Trotji appeared, ‘the big bang’ of Surinamese literature.
With an introduction by Ida Does. In Dutch.

Filmhuis 6, 21.30 to 22.30 hrs.

| Osama Abdulrasol | Tamim al-Barghouti | Gabeba Baderoon |
Yra van Dijk | Saskia de Jong | Henk de Laat | Ester Naomi
Perquin | Lamis Saidi | Violetta Simatupang |

PROPHESIES OF THE NEW GENERATION OF POETS

Come and see: Seven young poets from allover the world enter
the stage as modern prophets. They will conclude this Winternight
prophesying with a poem assigned by the festival. What kind of
future awaits us? Tamiem al-Barghuti (Palestine), Lamis Saidi
(Algeria), Violetta Simatupang (Indonesia), Saskia de Jong
(Netherlands), Ester Naomi Perquin (Netherlands) and Gabeba
Baderoon (South Africa) read and Osama Abdulrasol and Henk
de Laat will improvise on the poems on ud and bass. The poets
will also read from existing work. Yra van Dijk leads the pro-
gramme. In English.

Filmhuis 7, 22.35 to 23.55 hrs.

| Adriaan van Dis | Abeltje Hoogenkamp | Peter-Jan Wagemans |
Michaél Zeeman |

BETWEEN FEAR AND HOPE PART 3: ART AND RELIGION

The conclusion of the tryptich. After science, literature and archi-
tecture we now enter the fields of religion and music, and the
writer has the final say. ‘Hope’ doesn't merely have to be aimed at
the future, tradition can also play a vital role. But to what extent do
our cultural traditions still have any power of expression? In her
work clergywoman and hospital chaplain Abeltie Hoogenkamp
makes use of religious conventions. For composer Peter-Jan
Wagemans Wagner is the composer who succeeds in expressing
human emotions at the highest level. Wagemans will play his
musical hope on the piano. Does writer Adriaan van Dis know the
saving power of tradition? In his seven part documentary, to be
seen on tv in January, Van Dis returns to southern Africa, to
countries he once visited as a travel writer. In Dutch.

Grote zaal theater, 23.05 to 23.55 hrs.

| Noraly Beyer | Sonia Garmers | Usha Marhé | Ruth San A Jong |

TRADITIONS, TABOOS, BELIEF AND SUPERSTITION. WRIT-

ERS FROM THE ANTILLES AND SURINAM

A man dies. His lover puts a set of used underpants of her in his
coffin. That's the custom in Surinam. But how do you do it without
arousing the suspicion of his wife? And is this the only pair of
underpants? Budding talent Ruth San A Jong wrote stories from
Paramaribo like the one about the underpants above. Grande
dame Sonia Garmers from Curagao and Usha Marhé, who lives in
the Netherlands, have written about rituals, magic and traditions
which are part of daily life in their country. Belief and superstition
can defuse fear but also arouse it: what if you don't keep to the
accompanying customs? What if you want to break though
tradition. The writers, varying in age, discuss this and other
questions and read from their work. Noraly Beyer leads the
conversation. In Dutch.

Kleine zaal theater, 23.05 to 23.55 hrs.

THE FILM CHOICE OF A.F.TH. VAN DER HEIJDEN

In his latest novel, winning him the prestigious Dutch Ako-
literatuurprijs, A.F.Th. van der Heijden plays a unique and com-
plex game with data from the life of film maker Roman Polanski.
De murder of Polanski's wife, actress Sharon Tate, by Charles
Manson and his sect members is told in the novel from a very
moving perspective. Van der Heijden is unmistakably gripped by
the life and work of the Polish film maker and as a film viewer had
been fascinated by how he plays with our fears. For Winternach-
ten he dissects how Polanski in his films builds tension and how
he manipulates the audience before striking. The writer selects
scenes from Polanski's work, using them to give a verbal ‘décou-
page’ of the fear. In Dutch.

Filmhuis 6, 23.05 to 23.55 hrs.

MUSIC: RABASA

Go into the night dancing with Rabasa! They know what swing is,
deeply rooted in the Capeverdian musical traditions, with an
undeniable sound of their own. From melancholy morna’s to
steaming funand’s. This multiculti group consists of the four
brothers Ortet, Terezinha Fernandes, Paulo Bouwman (all
Capeverdian), Hans de Lange (Dutch), trumpet player Kabiné
Tagus Traoré, who used to play with Salif Keita in the legendary
Malinese group Les Ambassadeurs. Guaranteed hot-blooded.
Foyer theater, 23.55 to 01.30 hrs.




Osama Abdulrasol (lrag, 1968) studied both
western music (classical guitar) in England
and eastern music (ud and ganun) in Irag. In
addition to playing the guitar, the ud and the
ganun he is a composer in his own right,
working with the group Melike, of which bass
player Henk de Laat is also a member.

Tamim al-Barghouti (1977, Egypt) is a poet
and political scientist. He is the only son of the
Egyptian writer Radwa Ashour and the
Palestine poet Mourid Al-Barghouti. Al-
Barghouti is working on a publication on
political identity in the Middle East and since
2007 has worked at the University of Berlin as
a reseach assistant. He has published four books of poetry:
Meejana (1999), Al-Manzar (2000), Qaluli Bethebb Masr
(2005) and Magam Iraq (2005). His poems regularly appear in
daily papers and magazines in Egypt, Jordan and Palestine.
Characteristic for Al-Barghouti’s style is the use of various
dialects in his poems, thus he combines Palestinian, Egyptian
and Iraqgi dialects in combination with Modern Standard Arabic.

Ahmed Alaidy (1974, Saudi Arabia) is an up-
and-coming Egyptian writer. In 2003 he
published his first novel, An Takoun Abbas El
Abd (Being Abbas EIl Abd), which appeared in
English in 2006. The book will be published in a Dutch transla-
tion and launched at Winternachten (publishing house De
Geus). In his novel Alaidy combines street language with
classical Arabic. According to Humphrey Davies, the English
translator of the book, this results in “a disorienting sense of a
breakdown of borders.” The Egyptian weekly Al-Ahram wrote
enthusiastically: “The millennial generation’s most celebrated
literary achievement.” In addition to being a novelist Alaidy is a
cartoonist. He writes politically orientated cartoons for the
Egyptian weekly al-Dostour. He is also a scriptwriter for various
tv programmes and films and a graphic designer.

Asis Aynan (1980, Haarlem) is a columnist for
among others NRC Handelsblad and Trouw
and for the Nederlandse Islamitische Omroep
(NMO) in the programme Het Andere Geluid.
Aynan is an editor with the news magazine
Contrast. In November 2007 his first book was
published, Veldslag en Andere Herinneringen
(Field battles and other memories). In this book Aynan writes
about his youth, the life between two cultures (Berber and
Dutch) and Dutch society. He studied philosophy at the
University of Amsterdam and works as a teacher at a voca-
tional school in Haarlem.

Gabeba Baderoon (South Africa, 1969) is the
author of The Dream in the Next Body
(Kwela/Snailpress, 2005), The Museum of
Ordinary Life (DaimlerChrysler, 2005), and A
Hundred Silences (Kwela/Snailpress, 2006). In
2005 she received the DaimlerChrysler Award

& for South African Poetry and held the Guest
Writer Fellowship at the Nordic Africa Institute, the second
person after Ama Ata Aidoo to receive this honour. Her poetry
appears in the anthologies Worldscapes (Oxford University
Press, 2005), Ten Hallam Poets (Mews Press, 2005), Voices
from All Over (Oxford University Press, 2006) and Birds in
Words (Umuzi/Random House, 2006). Her poetry has been
published in journals in South Africa, the United States and
Britain, and in translation in Karavan (Stockholm) and Adamar
(Madrid). Her fiction appears in Chimurenga magazine and
Twist, a short story anthology (Oshun, 2006). Gabeba is also a
scholar, and has written for the media.

Hassan Bahara (1978, Morocco) is a writer
and journalist (for among others Vrij Nederland
and Nieuwe Revu) who grew up in Amster-
dam. In 2006 his debut appeared, Een Verhaal
uit de Stad Damsko, about the life of a young
pupil from a migrant family, in the underprivi-
leged part of Damsko, the Surinamese name
for Amsterdam. De Volkskrant wrote: “Bahara
is not yet thirty and made his debut last year with this novel,
which is reminiscent of the De Avonden by Reve: the same
oppressive desolation." Een Verhaal uit de Stad Damsko was
nominated for the Selexyz Debuutprijs. Pollo de Pimentel,
director of among other films De oesters van Nam Kee, has an
option for the film rights. Bahara is working on a second novel.
In 2000 and 2001, using a ps, he won the El Hizjra-literature
prize for prose for young people to age 25.

Noraly Beyer (Curagao) is well-known
through her work as newscaster on the Dutch
television news. She also works for Dutch
Radio World Service. Noraly Beyer completed
a primary teacher training college. However,
after being approached by the Surinamese
Television Foundation (STVS), she began to
work as a newscaster. After the December murders in 1982
Beyer left Surinam and went to the Netherlands where she has
worked since 1986 for the NOS broadcasting company. A few
years ago Noraly Beyer took part in the Vagina Monologues.

Yra van Dijk (1970) is a critic who studied
Dutch language and literature. She used to
work for Volkskrant and nowadays reviews
French literature and Dutch non-fiction for
NRC Handelsblad. She publishes essays an
criticism in among others De Gids, Literatuur,
Parmentier, Raster and Yang. In 2005 she
D. dissertation on the typographical white

P o=
wrote her Ph.
modern poetry, published in 2006 entitled Leegte die ademt
(Breathing Emptiness). In addition to writing journalistic work
she lectures contemporary Dutch literature at the University of
Amsterdam.

Adriaan van Dis (Bergen, 1946) grew up amid
half sisters and parents with a Dutch East
Indies (war) past. In 1983 he became a
celebrity hosting a literary television pro-
gramme. In that same year he made his literary
debut with the novella Nathan Sid. In 1986 he
published subsequently De rat van Arras (The
Rat of Arras) and the book of travel stories
Casablanca. He made his debut as a writer for the theatre with
Tropenjaren (Tropical Years) followed in 1988 with Komedie
om geld (Comedy about Money). In 1988 he also published the
novel Zilver of het verlies van de onschuld (Silver or the Loss
of Innocence). In the early 1990s he wrote mostly travel
literature: Het beloofde land (The Promised Land), In Afrika (In
Africa) and Waar twee olifanten vechten - Mozambique in
oorlog (with photographer Kadir van Lohuizen) (Where Two
Elephants Fight - Mozambique at War). In 1994 the highly
successful novel Indische duinen (My Father's War) appeared,
about a boy that was born in the Netherlands in a traumatized
family and raised in an atmosphere of silenced grief. In 1999
the big novel Dubbelliefde (Dual Love) appeared, followed in
2000 by the novella Op oorlogspad (On the Warpath). In
September 2002 the tableau novel Familieziek (Family Fixated)
appeared. In 2007 the novel De Wandelaar (The Walker)
appeared. Presently, In the same year he completed a 7-part
documentary on southern Africa, televised as of January 2008.

DJ eXes DJ eXeS is one of the few women
succeeding in holding out in the exclusive
men's guild of DJs. Brazilian music is her
’ speciality. In addition to Brazilian music she
applies herself to African, Portuguese speaking music.

Ida Does (Paramaribo) worked as an editor
and journalist for various media in the Nether-
lands, Surinam and Aruba. In the 1990s she
was editor-in-chief of Mutyama, a Surinamese
magazine on culture and history. She pub-
lished in, among others, De Journalist, Vrij
Nederland, De West, Mokro and the Carib-
bean magazine Pleasure. In Aruba she was
chief editor of the daily paper Amigoe Aruba and worked for
Algemeen Dagblad, VPRO radio (De Avonden) and Corre-
spondent Wereldnet (radio). In Holland she used to work with
Omroep West, responsible for the final editing of various TV
programmes. The documentary about the Surinamese poet
Trefossa (Henny de Ziel, 1916-1975) is her debut as a director.

Louise O. Fresco (1952, Meppel) is an

agricultural scientist and novelist. In October

2007 her new novel, The Utopists appeared.

As in her previous novels, including The

= Cosmopolites (2003) and The Garden of the

{ Sultan of Rome (2005), idealism, power and

}L l friendship play and important role. In her book

New Laws for Food (2006) Fresco provides

points of departure for a new ethical and scientific basis for our

attitude concerning food and agriculture. She talked about this

topic in her Cleveringa-oration. In 2006 Fresco was appointed

university professor at the University of Amsterdam where she

researches the foundations of sustainable. In addition Fresco is

Distinguished Professor at Wageningen University. Prior to her

appointment as university professor she was vice secretary

general at the FAO, the UN food and agricultural organisation

in Rome. Fresco also wrote columns for NRC Handelsblad,
published in The Unbearable Lightness of the Bat (1997).

Paul van der Gaag (1958) is a journalist who
since 1984 has worked for VPRO Radio. In the
1980s early 1990s he worked as a freelancer
for several other Dutch broadcasting compa-
nies, such as the IKON and VARA. His career
with VPRO started with the programmes ‘Het
Spoor’ (The trail) and ‘Het Spoor Terug’ (The
trail back). Since 1992 he has worked as an
editor and host of the Sunday morning radio programme OVT,
a programme about the topicality of history.

Sonia Garmers (Curagao, 1933) wrote her
first children's stories in Papiamentu, Conta
Cuenta. In addition to very popular cookery
books she also wrote Un makutu yen di cuenta
(A Basket Full of Stories). And together with
Nydia Ecury and Mila Palm she published the
collection of poetry Tres Rosea (Three
Laments). Her two booklets (together with
Hanny Lim) about Brua (black magic) was and is in great
demand. In 1976 she published (in Dutch) Lieve Koningin,
hierbij stuur ik u mijn dochter (Dear Queen, Hereby | Am
Sending You My Daughter). It was a great success both in the
Netherlands and on the Antilles. After that the children's book
Orkaan (Hurricane) appeared. At the close of the 1970s she
lived in Holland, and wrote spoken columns for radio. In 1980
her next children's book Orkaan en Mayra appeared in 1980. In
May 1983 she received the Cola Debrot prize, the highest
literary award of Curagao. In the collection of short stories
leder diertje z'n pleziertje (To Every Animal Its Fun) a number
of themes from her very first children's stories can be found.
Wonen in een glimlach (Living in a Smile) was written in 1985.

Ayada Ghamhi (1980). Won the [-Hizjra
Literature prize 2006 for prose in the category
26 years plus. She studies Human Resources
Management at the Hogeschool Rotterdam.
Ze speaks Berber and Arabic. She writes in
Dutch.

Mohamed el Hadaoui (Morocco, 1973) was
born in Tizi Ousli, a small village at the foot of
the Rif mountains. He writes his poems in
Tamazight and Arabic, under the name
Asemgar. His poems have been awarded
twice with the El Hizjra literature prize.

Haytham Safia Qu4rtet Last year ud player
Haytham Safia performed solo at Winter-
nachten, now he plays with a quartet. Beside
Haytham (Jerusalem) the group consists of
Afra Mussawisade (Iran), percussion, Hanneke Ramselaar,
hobo and Eva van de Poll, cello. In 2007 the CD Promises
appeared, with classical western, Arab and Persian music,
added with other genres, among other things the blues.

A.F.Th. van der Heijden (1951, Geldrop) is
regarded as one of the greatest postwar Dutch
writers. He wrote two cycles of novels. In his
second cycle Homo Duplex the novels Movo
Tapes (2003), Driffzand Koloniseren (2006)
and Het Schervengericht (2007) appeared. In
the last book A.F.Th. tells about the great
director Roman Polanski, who ends up in a
Californian prison, in the same unit as the murderer of his wife
and unborn child. For the cycle he abridged his name to
A.F.Th. In 2007 appeared Mim, a novella on the occasion of
the 80th birthday of Harry Mulisch. Between 1983 and 1996 he
published The Toothless Time, which is regarded as the core
of his oeuvre and as the most famous cycle in Dutch literature.
He has also published other work, for instance Engelenplaque
(2003) a diary (1966 to 2003). A.F.Th. made his debut in 1978
using the pseudonym Patrizio Canaponi.

Abeltje Hoogenkamp (1969) is a pastor and

£ a spiritual worker in the Amsterdam Sint Lucas

‘V‘QF Andreas Hospital. Hoogenkamp is a member

i of the Dutch Labour Party (PvdA) and distin-

e guishes herself with her committed perform-

ances in various articles and debates on social

themes. She studied theology at the University

of Amsterdam and followed the postdoctoral

pastor training of the Dutch Reformed Church in Leiden. In

addition to her work in the hospital she delivers sermons in

‘ordinary’ churches. In May 2006 she won the public award in

the ‘Sermon of the Year’ competition, organised by NCRV (a

protestant radio and tv channel) and Trouw (a protestant daily
paper).

Saskia de Jong (1973) is a poet. She has
been called the 'new Lucebert’ genoemd. In
2004 she made her debut with zoekt vaas,
nominated for the C. Buddingh’ prize. ‘Stub-
born language, which you don't hear much and
which won't leave you alone,” was the opinion
of the jury. Her book of poetry resistent
appeared in 2006 and was nominated for the
Paul Snoek Poetry Award. For the poem ‘simple formula’ from
this collection she was recipient of the Poetry day prize 2007.
During 2007 she was attached to the Flemish literary magazine
yang as ‘writer-in-residence’ .

Lieve Joris (Neerpelt, 1953), a Flemish prose
writer, studied psychology in Leuven, Belgium,
and journalism in the Netherlands. Her novel
Een kamer in Cairo (A Room in Cairo) tells us
about her stay in Cairo, and her awareness
that she'll never be part of that strange world.
In 1985 she made her first journey to the
former Belgian colony the Congo. In Terug
naar Kongo (Back to the Congo) (1987) she reflects upon her
experiences and impressions there. Later she focused on the
Middle East and wrote the book De poorten van Damascus
(The Gates of Damascus) (1993). In her book Dans van de
luipaard (Dance of the Leopard) (2001) she tells about her
second stay in the Congo in 1997, a time of unrest and civil
war. Lieve Joris is a committed observer and knows like no
other how to portray a post-colonial Africa. Her work has been
awarded repeatedly, both in Flanders and in France.

Khaled Khalifa (1966, Syria) is a script writer
and a novelist. His latest novel, In Praise of
Hatred (2006), which appeared in Lebanon, is
banned in Syria. It is about a black page in
Syrian history: the unprecedented aggresssive
retaliation by the Syrian government against
islamists in Homs and Hama, in the 1980s.
Reuters and Human Right Watch have taken
action in the meantime. Khalifa is working on his fourth novel,
A Parallel Life. His first, The Guard of Deception (1993)
appeared in 2000 as the The Gypsy Notebooks, banned in
Syria for four years. Khalifa works with the Bureau of Educa-
tional and Cultural Affairs of the US Department of State. In
2007 he received a medal from the Ismaiiliyah International
Festival for Documentaries and in 2005 a prize for the best
script at het Valencia Film Festival.

Jonas Hassen Khemiri (Sweden, 1978) has
a Tunesian father and a Swedish mother. He
studied literary theory in Stockholm and
economics in Paris. In 2003 he made a
successful debut with the novel Ett 6ga rott
which was published in a Dutch translation in
2007 (A camel without a hump). In it an Arab
pupil struggles with his identity in Stockholm
and sets his own cultural background against the social reality
around him. The novel was adapted for film. Khemiri's first
play, Invasion!, gives an image (of the abuse) of the fear of the
other. It was successfully staged in Sweden, Germany and
France. Khemiri's second novel, Montecore, is being translated
in Dutch.

Sidney Kock (Aruba) worked with the Aruban
news programme of TeleAruba after studying
at the Journalism School in Utrecht. Back in
the Netherlands he worked as a editor with the
radio. In addition he worked for a long time as
reporter for the NPS programme Tambu.
Since 1996 Kock has been working with the
Office of the minister plenipotentiary of Aruba.
As a communications and PR officer he is among other things
spokesperson of the Dutch Aruba office.




Henk de Laat Bass player Henk de Laat
studied at the Rotterdam Conservatorium and
has played with, among others, Shirley Bassey
and Denise Jannah. Right now he is a mem-
ber, with Osama Abdulrasol, of the group
Melike.

Geert Linnebank (The Hague, 1956) grew up
in Brussels. In 1983 he worked as an EU
correspondent with Reuters' in Brussels. From
2000 to 2006 he was editor-in-chief of Reuters'
in London, heading an international editorial
staff of reporters, photographers and tv
producers. In this period he was among other
things responsible for Reuters' reporting of the
WorIdW|de effects of 9/11, such as the wars in Afghanistan and
Iraq, and for the founding of Reuters' News and Data Centre in
Bangalore, India. In his career he has travelled widely in Asia,
the Arab world and other areas where Reuters’ reporters are
met with censorship on a daily basis. Right now he chairs the
Reuters' Foundation.

Usha Marhé (1964, Surinam) is an author,
journalist and teacher. In 2007 Marhé's fiction
debut appeared: Dulari-De Weg van Min
Naam, consisting of six stories with changing
perspectives. In the same year her first short
story Dilemmas was published in the anthol-
ogy Waarover We Niet Moeten Praten. With
her first non-fiction book Tapu Sjén/Bedek Je
Schande - Surinamers en Incest (1996) she broke a taboo by
talking about her own experiences with incest. The book was
well-received by critics and considered courageous. In Surinam
the topic can now be discussed owing to the book. As a
journalist Marhé wrote articles and columns for among others
Opzij, de Groene Amsterdammer and Vrij Nederland. In
addition she has been giving talks and presentations since
1994 on different social subjects. Marhé has lived in the
Netherlands since 1990.

Quito Nicolaas (Aruba, 1955) studied political
science and law at the University of Amster-
dam. In 1980 his poem E Dia di Mafian
appeared, followed by many publications such
as the poetry collection Politico (1990), lllucion
Optico (1995) and the poem Ser Nihilo (1998).
His collection of poems Destino appeared in
2000. In 2001 his first short story, Un Pasco
Tristo, was published. Another poetry collection, Gerede
Twijfels (Certain Doubts), appeared in 2002. In 2003 his novel
Sentencia sin Proceso appeared. Nicolaas - who sees himself
first and foremost as an Aruban writer - is chairman of the
board of the Antillean and Aruban literary organisation Simia
Literario. Since April 2001 he has been attached as a reviewer
to the weekly publication Contrast. He mostly comments on
novels and poetry collections written by non-indigenous writers.

Ester Naomi Perquin (Utrecht, 1980) is a new
talent in Dutch poetry. Her work is character-
ized by an ostensible everyday and sometimes
witty style, in which she writes about recogniz-
able situations. In reviews her work has been
likened to that of for example K. Schippers and
Judith Herzberg. She has published poems in
De Tweede Ronde and Tirade and made her
debut in 2007 with the collection Servetten halfstok (Napkins
Half-Mast). She received the Flemish debut prize for it, Het
Liegend Konijn (The Lying Rabbit) and the book was nomi-
nated for the C. Buddingh' prize.

Ronald Plasterk (1957, The Hague) was
appointed Minister of Education, Culture and
Science in February 2007 for the Dutch
Labour Party in the Cabinet of prime minister
Balkenende. Plasterk is a biologist, specialised
in molecular genetics and has won various
prizes in biology, including the EMBO-award
for Communication in the Life Sciences in 2002 and the Prix
Louis D of the Institut de France in 2005. Between 1993 and
2003 he was among other things professor at the Vrije Univer-
siteit in Amsterdam, the Universiteit van Amsterdam and the
Universiteit Utrecht. Before his appointment as minister
Plasterk was director of the Hubrecht Laboratorium, Neder-
lands Instituut voor Ontwikkelingsbiologie (KNAW) in Utrecht.
As a columnist for tv, de Volkskrant and Intermediair Plasterk
was noted for his outspokenness. His columns were published
in Leven uit het Lab (Living from the Lab) (2000)

Igma van Putte is a a poet and translator.
Together with Florimon van Putte she com-
piled the Complete Papiamento-Dutch Dic-
tionary, published in September 2005. In 2006
the Dutch-Papiamento volume was published.

Rabasa's music is deeply rooted in the Cape
Verdian musical traditions, but undeniably has
a sound of its own. The multiculti quartet
consists of the following members: the four
brothers Ortet (Jodo, Jorge, T6 and Angelito),
Terezinha Fernandes, Paulo Bouwman (all
Cape Verdian), Hans de Lange (Netherlands),
trumpet player Kabiné Tagus Traoré (Guinea Conakry), who
used to play with Salif Keita in the legendary Malinese group
Les Ambassadeurs.

Lamis Saidi (Algeria, 1981)) is a young poet,
publishing in Arab newspapers and on web-
sites, in addition to taking part in literary
festivals. So far she has published one
volume, entitled | forgot my bag as usual. She
will read the title poem at the festival. She has
been attending a French school for two years
and lived in Ireland for one year. There she got
acquainted with the poetry of Keats, whom she has admired
ever since. Saidi studied computer science and since 2004 has
been working for a French aid organisation.

Salimata Diabate Salimata Diabaté's voice
i has been characterized as whole, warm and
[ powerful. Her music takes the listener back to

the time of the once mighty Mandinka empire,
covering a large part of 14th century West Africa. Its history is
still sung by griots, a kind of praise poets. Salimata too hails
from a family of griots. In addition to traditional repertoire she
sings songs she wrote herself.

Ruth San A Jong (Surinam, 1970) won the
Third Literature prize of the Kwakoe Festival
2002 with her story ‘The Last Parade’. San A
Jong wrote non-fiction for her work for various
NGO's but the Kwakoe prize stimulated her to
occupy herself with writing fiction. She is
presently working on a collection of short
stories. The central theme is death and the
way in which people deal with death in Surinam, with all the
traditions, beliefs and superstition and the bizar rituals that go
with it. Together with storyteller Guillaume Pool she started the
Bukutori foundation, which aims at promoting the art of read-
ing, writing and storytelling in Surinam. The foundation has a
library and a website both set up and controlled by San A Jong.

Alfred Schaffer (Leidschendam, 1973) is a
poet and poetry editor. His most recent
collection of poetry Schuim (Foam, 2006) was
selected by the Poézieclub (Poetry Club) as
the best anthology of summer 2006 and
recipient of the Hugues C. Pernath prize.
Schaffers debut Zijn Opkomst in de Voorstad
(His Rise in the Suburb) (2000) awarded the
Jo Peters Poézieprijs. His second collection Dwaalgasten
(Vagrants) (2002) was similarly received positively and nomi-
nated for the prestigious VSB Poetry Prize, as was Geen Hand
Voor Ogen (translated literally: Not a Hand Before Eyes). Until
December 2004 Schaffer worked as a lecturer in Modern Dutch
Literature at the University of Cape Town. Together with Antjie
Krog he edited Nuwe Stemme 3 (New Voices 3), an anthology
giving space to as yet unpublished Afrikaans talent.

Ruben Severina (Curagao, 1956) is chairman
of the MAAPP (Movimentu Antiano i Arubano
pa Partisipashon Politiko). The aim of this
organisation is to promote the political partici-
pation of Antilleans and Arubans. Severina
was chairman of the foundation Splika, an
organisation promoting Antillean language and
culture. He is the initiator and representative of various Antil-
lean consultative and advisory committees. In addition to this
Ruben Severina is a teacher of Papiamento.

Ronald Severing (1949) is director of the
Fundashon pa Planifikashon di Idioma
(Foundation for Language Planning) on
Curagao. Its goals is to promote the relevant
languages of the community and to regulate
the state of affairs of language. For years he
has been working at all levels of education,
both in the Netherlands and in the Netherlands Antilles. He is
editor of teaching methods of Papiamentu for primary schools
on Curagao, like Mosaiko, Trampolin and Cristal. In addition he
wrote about the writers Cola Debrot and Frank Martinus Arion.

Violetta Simatupang (Indonesia) has a Dutch
mother and an Indonesian father. After she
was educated in Indonesia, she graduated
from Tourism Schools in Switzerland and the
USA. She began her career as a Public
Relations Manager in a hotel in Bali, as well as

Y facilitator in various inhouse training pro-
grammes She now studies Business Administration in Band-
ung (Indonesia). She writes poetry and short stories in Indone-
sian and English, published in a number of newspapers and
cultural journals. Anak-Anak Vampir (2003) is her first collec-
tion of poetry. The English translation will be published shortly.
She describes her work as follows: "I think that | have uncon-
sciously written many idyls, odes, lyrical poetry and satire.
Everything can be a subject for my work: the toothbrush in the
bathroom or the death of my grandmother, my early memories
of 'dancing on a graveyard', or how | detest houserules. | have
written about 25 poems about female roles and characteristics
in the cultural and tourism industry."

Sjoerd Soeters (1947) is one of the leading
architects in the Netherlands. Soeters became
known in the 1980s for his brightly coloured
and exuberantly styled buildings. The Circus-
theater in Zandvoort is the best known exam-
ple of his early designs. In the 1990s his
buildings became less exuberant, urban
\ development taking an increasingly important
place. In his designs he attempts to return to the intimate
atmosphere of countrylife in the 1950s. His design for the
castle Haverleij in Den Bosch is an example of this. In 1979 he
founded his own agency with his wife Merle Soeters-Steffels.
Between 1995 and 1996 he was a professor at the Catholic
University of Nijmegen. Java Island in Amsterdam is another of
Soeters' well-known designs.

Peter-Jan Wagemans (1952) is one of the

Netherlands' best known composers. In his

work Wagemans aims at developing and

renewing the European tradition. In the last ten
years Wagemans' work has been performed by virtually every
Dutch orchestra and musical group. In February 2007 his
opera Legende (Legend) had its premiere, and was reviewed
favourably. The libretto of this opera is based on the 19th
century fairy-tale of Meester Prikkebeen (Master Pricklylegs).
In 2005 his work Gravity Music was performed, written for the
Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra. In addition Hagemans has
composed work for the Schonberg Ensemble as well as a
piano cycle for pianist Tomoko Mukaijama. Wagemans lectures
at the conservatory of Rotterdam.

Michaél Zeeman (Marken, Netherlands, 1958)
is a poet and a publicist. Since 1980 he has
written about literature, philosophy and history.
Since 1995 Zeeman has built up a reputation
as a panel chairman in a monthly book
programme called ‘Laat op de avond na een
korte wandeling’ (Late in the evening after a
stroll), later renamed ‘Zeeman met boeken’
(Zeeman with books). Zeeman was also editor of the literary
magazine Optima. In 2002 he was awarded the Gouden
Ganzenveer, (The golden quill), for his contribution to Dutch
literature. In 1991 he published his first collection of poems
Beeldenstorm (Iconoclasm), for which he received the
C.Buddingh’-prize. His second collection Verhoudingen
(Relationships) appeared in 1995. In the same year his
collection of short stories De Verduistering (The blackout)
appeared. At present Michaél Zeeman works in Rome as a
correspondent for the newspaper De Volkskrant.

Ahmed Ziani (Morocco, 1954 ) was born in
the North Moroccan Reef. He emigrated to the
Netherlands in 1979 to become one of the
most well-known poets of the Moroccan
community here and in Belgium. Ziani is a
pioneer in the stuggle for recognition of Berber

Il language and culture. In 1983 he published In
steen zal ik schruven (In Stone | Shall Write), the first book of
poetry to appear in Tamazight (with a Dutch translation). In
1997 it was followed by Jubelzang voor de bruidegom (Song of
Joy for the Bridegroom). Migration and identity are important
themes in his poems. Also he intertwines in his poetry the
nature and the popular culture from his youth with the influ-
ences he underwent in the Netherlands. Ziani moved to
Morocco in 2003, living in Nador. Soon the anthology Forget-
ting to Die will appear.
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